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Thc Gcography of the Nile

About the Nile

] The Nile Riveris the world’s !ongest river.

o |tis4,000 miles long.

e |t has two main sources: the Blue Nile and the White Nile.

° ]t flows south to north.

o |t emP’cies into the Mediterranean Sea.

e |t contains areas with cataracts, or rock-filled raPids.

] The Nile Kiver sPreacls out to form a Ferti]e, marshy area thatis shapec{ like a
triangle called a delta.

Lowcr Eggpt vs. UPPcr E_ggpt

° These Phrases refer to the elevation (height) of the land.

] UPPer E_gypt is in the south and | ower E_ggpt is in the north.

e | he Nile River flows north because it is Flowing downhill from the l’\iglﬁer
elevation in the south to the lower elevation in the north (Lowcr E_gypt).

Thc Gift of the Nile

] Each sPring water rushes down from the high]ancls of central A]Crica carrging
silt.

° Wken the Nile floods the clrg land, that silt is dcposited Jtis ideal Forxcarming.

° f:arming is most successful along the banks of the Nile and in the Nile Kiver
delta.



Black Lanci and chi Land

K emet — “black land.” T his refers to the fertile soil that is left after the floods
came.

Dcshurct “red land.” This refers to the desert lands that surround Eggpt.
The deserts Protec’ced Eggptians from invaders.

Traclc and TransPortation

The Nile Kiverﬂows north) 50 shiPs could float downriver toward | ower

Ceypt.

T he wind blows towards the south, so sl'n'Ps could raise their sails and travel
south toward UPPer E_gypt.

]t was hard to travel through the cataracts, so trade routes over land
developed a]ong the Nile River \/a”ey.

Since Pcoplc could travel along the river in both directions, trade CleveloPec{‘
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Fower Foint Packet Review (Guide — Eggpt’s Fowerful Kings and
deens.

(General information about Pharaohs:
e All-powerful leaders
° Religious leaders
e Believed to get their Powemcrom the gods
o Decided what fields to P]ant and were thought to be the Providers
of the yearly floods.

Dynastics and Kingcloms:
o A dynasty is a Familg of rulers.

A kingdom is a Period of time.

T here were three main kingdoms:
@) O]cl Kingdom (Agc of Fgramicls)
o Middle Kingdom
o New Kingdom (Age of Empire)
T he dates of the kingdoms are not important.

The intermediate Pcriods were the times between the kingdoms.
T hese were unstable times for E_ggpt.



Pharaoh

lmPor’tant facts

Menes

Founding king of 1 dgnastg
Believed to have unified UPPer

and Lower E_ggpt
Also known as the Scorpion

King.

l))'oscr (or Zoscr)

ist Pyramic{ was built for him
(steP~P3ramicD

K hufu

Built the (areat Fgramic{ at (Giza

Mcnuhotcp ” Reunited E_gyp’c after the first
intermediate Pcrio&.
Hatshcpsut Fema]c Pharaoh

Rulecl in Place oFThu’cmose ]H
when he was too youngto rule.
Did not give up power.

[er rule marked a time of peace

and Prosperity.

Akhenhaten and Nefertiti

Changec} Egyptian religion to
monotheism (beiieF inone god)

Worshippec{ the Aten (sun disc)

Tutanlchamun Restored E_ggpt to Polgtheism
(many gods)
509~‘<ing began ruling atage 9.
[is tomb was discovered in i 922
and it had not been robbed.
Ramses || Conquere& many lands and

exPanded E_gypt’s size.

Made a peace treaty with the
[Hittites.

Built huge monuments of himself.
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Fower Foint Packet Review — Eggptian Rc]igion

The Afterlife
o | he E_ggptians believed in life after death.
m} Theg believed that a person needed to have a bodg to go to the afterlife, so
they mummified imPortant Peop]e when they died.
a Mummification is a process bﬁ which the bodg is Preserved from excessive
decag.
a Those who were mummified were buried with evergtlﬂing theg would need for

theirjoumeg to the aF’cerliFC, inc]uding valuable treasures.

Religion
a E_ggptians believed in many gocls. They had a Po!gtheistic socie’cﬂ‘
o (Gods controlled all aspects of lhce, from sickness to Flooc{ing.
a E_ggptian goc{s were Por‘cragec{ as having human bodies and animal heads.

E_ggptian (ods

a Amon-Rc ~ the sun god and most imPortant gocl and he watched over humans
ancljuclgecl them.

a Theg believed that Amon-Re was born in the cast each clagj and that he died
in the west each nigl'!t. As a result, the Eggptians associated death with the
west, and tried to stay on the east bank of the Nile at nigh’c.

Q Osiris — the god of the afterlife. He was once a beloved P}warao}w that was
murdered }D\lj his evil brother Set. Het chopped up Osiris’ boclg and hid the
Pieces all over the desert. Osiris’ wife lsis found all of Osiris’ boclg parts and
put him back ’coget]ﬁer, Proving that there was life after death.

a Osiris was also tl'xejuclge of Pcoplc’s deeds. [He used his scale, called a libra
(the balance) tojuclge the souls of those who died. E_vil People were eterna”y
Punishec{‘ Osiris also taught his People how to farm.

o Anubis - the god of mummification.
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Fower Foint Packet Review - ] he Culture of the Eggptians

Social Classes:

Q

a
Q
Q

Fl‘laraol‘l - top social class — the Pharaoh is viewed as a god~l<ing.

Fricsts and Nobles - the next most imPor’cant social class.

Miclc”c Class —~ Merchants, artisans, and skilled workers.

| ower Class ~ bottom social class — the lower class included the peasants and
contained the most People. Feasants worked on farms, dug irrigation channels,
worked on the Pgramic{sj and built temples and roads.

Movcmcnt - Peop]e could move up to the next social class bg scr\/ing the Pharaoh.

Womcn:

Q

Q

Women had many of the same rights as men. Thcg could:
o) Own Propertg
o Runbusinesses
o [ nterinto contracts
O

Be Pries’cesses in temples

Some women were even P}qaraohs, like fﬂatshcpsut and C]eopatra.

Eggptian Achievements

a

0O 0O 0O DO

Eggptians had a writing system, using lﬂicroglypl-ls (Picture writing) and papyrus (a
type of Paper}.

The meaning of the hieroglyphs was lost until a [Trench soldier found the Rosetta
Stonc in1799. The Rosetta Stone had three types of writing on it, including
hicroglyphs and an carly form of Greek.

T he Rosetta Stone was deciphered in the1820s bg Jcan Francois ChamPo”ion.
Astronomers figured out the length of a year (365 days)

Egyptians knew a lot about the human boclg thanks to their work with mummies.
They used P]ants to create medicines.



